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EDITORIAL 
Precision or punctuality? 


The main difficulty | have faced as 
Editor of PRAECLARUM is that of 
getting the magazine out on time. 
The reasons for this have been many 
and varied. Sometimes space is set 
aside for an article which has been 
solemnly promised but which then 
fails to appear on time. On other 
occasions the errors in the proofs are 
such that | feel the need to request 
revised proofs before going ahead 
with printing — just to make sure 
that the end result will be as near 
perfect as possible. Such was the 
case with the December '84 issue, 
but we still finished up with a 
sloping Lake Eyre on page 1009, so 
the magazine was delayed in vain! 
Hopefully these examples will help 
illustrate the dilemma | find myself 
in. Should the magazine go out on 
time, but possibly full of typograph- 
ical and other errors? — or do | 
delay it in the sometimes forlorn 
hope of getting it right? Should | 
delay the issue immediately follow- 
ing the Federal Rally in order to 
adequately cover that important 
event? — or do | rush that issue out 
on time but with only a cursory 
mention of the Rally? Decisions, 
decisions! 


The things they say... 


Anyone read ‘Classic and Sports- 
car’ magazine? The November '84 
issue featured an article on the joys 
of owning one of the Silver Cloud 
family of cars, with the corny title 
“Heavenly Cloud?’ (The question 
mark is theirs!) In this article was the 
usual warning about Bentleys that 
have been modified to look like their 
Rolls-Royce counterparts, together 
with a mention of the conversion 
kits that used to be marketed to carry 
out such conversions. Imagine then, 
my amazement, upon closely in- 
specting the two ‘‘Silver Clouds’’ 
illustrated on the front cover — and 
again in the main body of the article 
— to see that both were quite 
transparently Bentley conversions! 
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The bonnet lid waist mouldings not 
lining up with the radiator shell at 
the correct point, makeshift and 
incorrectly shaped apron at the foot 
of the radiator and other details were 
dead giveaways. Had the magazine 
captioned these conversions as such 
it would have contributed to the 
worth of the article, but instead they 
chose to take part in the very same 
deception against which they warn- 
ed their readers in the article, thus 
throwing credibility out of the 
window. 

Part 18 of the same issue’s ‘“A-Z 
Guide to Cars on Sale in Great 
Britain in the ‘thirties’’ describes the 
Rolls-Royce Wraith as ‘Rare but not 
particularly desirable, it presaged 
the post-war loss of standards at 
Rolls-Royce, and apart from that, it 
is not a very elegant motor car.”’ 
Your Editor, for one, does not accept 
that any ‘‘post-war loss of stan- 
dards’”” ever took place at Rolls- 
Royce. As for elegance, arguably 
some coachbuilders reached their 
peak of elegance at that time — HJ. 
Mulliner in particular comes to mind 
— though the forward mounted 
radiator of the Wraith was not to 
everybody’s liking. 


A Look at the Early History of 
Coachbuilding 


The father of British coachbuild- 
ing is believed to be Mr. Walter 
Rippon, founder of the famous Hud- 
dersfield firm bearing his name. 
Rippon produced many bodies for 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars, start- 
ing in 1905 on one of the first 10 
h.p. 2-cylinder Rolls-Royce chassis 
and culminating in a handful of 
particularly fine bodies on Silver 


Wraith and Mk. VI Bentley chassis 
after the war. Like most other coach- 
builders, Rippon Bros. saw fit to 
cease motor car body building acti- 
vities in the ‘fifties, but continued as 
Special Retailers of Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley cars. 

The present-day firm _ of 
Appleyard-Rippon, now — unfortu- 
nately known simply as Appleyard, 
is the descendant of the oldest of 
coachbuilders, the history of which 
dates from at least 1555 when Wal- 
ter Rippon built a coach for the 
Earl of Rutland. Eight years later his 
firm built a state coach for Queen 
Elizabeth I. It was in the 1570's, with 
the advent of the leaf spring, that 
horse-drawn carriages really gained 
acceptability and firms like Rippon 
thrived. 

In 1688 the Charter of the Wor- 
shipful Company of Coachmakers 
and Coach Harness Makers was 
formed to safeguard standards of 
quality in the fast-growing industry. 
British coachbuilders became world 
famous for the quality of their pro- 
ducts — surely a major contributory 
factor in the success of luxury British 
cars like Rolls-Royce. 

In this issue is the first of a series of 
short articles on Famous British 
Coachbuilders. Hopefully, not all of 
these will be written by your Editor! 
This may be read as what it is — a 
plea for YOU to pen an article on 
YOUR favourite coachbuilder! | am 
in a position to assist with illustra- 
tions if necessary, unless you write 
about Simpson & Slater, or 
Melhuish, or some other obscure 
outfit! 


Martin Bennett. 


Morning Tea at Crewe. 


FROM THE FEDERAL 
SECRETARY 


Centenary of Motoring 


Well, 1985 is with us — the 100th 
Anniversary of motoring. Those of 
you who are able to travel to Britain 
will certainly see a tremendous array 
of events organised to celebrate this 
centenary of motoring, including 
major displays at Silverstone in May, 
being strongly supported by the 
Rolls-Royce Enthusiasts Club. For 
any further details refer R.R.E.C. 
Bulletin, or direct contact with the 
secretary Eric Barrass. 


Vickers Chairman Down Under! 


Sir Richard Cave, Chairman of 
the Board of Vickers, of which 
Rolls-Royce Motors is a wholly 
owned subsidiary, has recently vi- 
sited Australia. Sir Richard dined in 
Sydney with former Federal Presi- 
dent and Chief Judge Jim Kelso, and 
Jim has managed to arrange a loan 
of Sir Richard’s Bentley Mulsanne 
Turbo next time he and Dorothy visit 
the U.K.! 


Phantoms on the Move 


The New South Wales Govern- 
ment has recently sold, by pub- 


FROM THE BRANCHES 


A.C.T. 


THE SILVER SPIRIT COMES TO 
CANBERRA 


A number of our Members have 
often remarked that they would 
appreciate a close look at a Silver 
Spirit should one ever become avail- 
able, by fair means or foul. So when 
Tony Waring from York Motors here 
in Canberra rang yours truly offering 
to provide such a car, together with 
a barbeque lunch for all interested 
Members, you can imagine the fer- 
vour with which the invitation was 
accepted. 

All was arranged for Sunday, 2nd 
December, 1984 and one could not 
have hoped for a more perfect day; 
the weather was very kind to us and 
Yorks’ had organised a superb lunch 
at a perfect location within the 
Yarralumla Nursery. 

At the appointed time on Sunday 
Roger Falkner arrived driving the 
Silver Spirit, with Alan Lowe and 
apprentice John Weatherspoon. The 
car looked magnificent — gliding 
silently along the tree-lined road, its 
paintwork glistening brightly in the 
sunshine. Inside the car was im- 
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lic tender, the Phantom VI HJ. 
Mulliner, Park Ward limousine used 
by Governors Sir Roden Cutler and 
Sir James Rowland. The buyer is a 
private individual from Mosman 
N.S.W., who owns several other 
Rolls-Royces. Rumour has it that the 
current paint scheme (of metallic 
Caribbean blue) will shortly be 
changed. The Government has ac- 
quired a magnolia coloured Silver 
Spur, thus adopting a much lower 
profile for the Queen’s representa- 
tive in N.S.W. 


Rumour has it that another Phan- 
tom VI has entered private own- 
ership in Australia, also in the form 
of the traditional H.J. Mulliner, Park 
Ward limousine, this one being a 
private import by an owner in 
Melbourne. Do not be surprised if 
you see this regal car driving up 
Collins Street bearing the Victorian 
registration number ‘10’! 


Federal Register 


We trust that members are 
pleased with the gigantic effort put 
into the preparation of the Members’ 
Register by Federal Registrar John 
Fittler. It is intended that the Register 


maculate, the polished walnut like a 
mirror, the leather soft and inviting. 


It wasn’t long before we were 
offered a drive and |, like most 
others I guess, once behind the 
wheel never wanted to leave the 
driver’s seat. It is a magnificent 


be updated on an annual basis, but 
your co-operation is required to 
ensure that the Register has accurate 
details of your car (or cars). Please 
advise John Fittler (12 Boonara Ave., 
Bondi 2026) direct of any alterations 
or changes in order that he might 
feed these into the computer. 


Federal Constitution 


The Constitution adopted at the 
Federal Council Meeting in 1983 
has finally been printed. The delays 
in getting copies to members is 
regretted, but members may be 
assured that every effort was made 
to get the Constitution into print as 
early as possible, bearing in mind 
the constraints of labour and cost 
minimisation. 


Federal Rally 1985 


The Western Australian Branch is 
making great efforts to ensure that 
this Rally is one of the best ever. 
Please note in your diary the crucial 
dates namely 13th to 16th Septem- 
ber. See you in Perth. 

Happy Motoring! 
Keith Wherry 


feeling. The ride, the comfort, the 
knowledge that all you can see and 
that is hidden beneath that massive 
bonnet is the best available and the 
knowledge too that one is driving 
one of the safest cars in the world 
gives the driver an indescribable 
feeling of satisfaction and security. 


Silver Ghost owner John Ham tries a Silver Spirit! 


Photo by Laurie Holmes. 
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You can imagine the contrast then 
of having driven this car, in which 
everything opens and shuts at the 
press of a button, which is light to 
steer, powerful and silent, to the 
absolutely original 20 h.p. owned by 
Bob Clarke and driven down from 
Goulburn for the day. | was fortun- 
ate enough to have a drive of this 
vehicle too — and what an experi- 


ence and pleasure it was — but 
haven’t we come a long way in 60 
years? 


The day was an unqualified suc- 
cess and its end at 4.00 pm came 
around far too quickly. 

We had almost 60 people at this 
event; most, if not all, were able to 
experience at least a ride in the 
Rolls-Royce Silver Spirit and many 
of us were able to drive the car. It 
was an opportunity and an experi- 
ence that for most comes far too 
infrequently; but how lucky we are 
when we consider how many more 
there are who will never know such 
a pleasure. 

We owe much to Tony Waring, 
Roger Falkner and Co. and we thank 
them for their hospitality and 
generosity. Apart from the cost to 
York Motors in bringing the car to 
Canberra there is a personal cost to 


Right: Silver Shadow owner Alistair 
Kinlock obviously getting a kick out 
of trying his hand at driving a 
vintage Rolls-Royce (Bob Clarke’s 
Twenty GAJ26). That’s Bob in the 
passenger seat. 
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Roger, Tony, Alan Lowe and John 
Weatherspoon in the time they spent 
with us and the effort they put into 
ensuring the success of the day. The 
reward to them will one day be the 
sale of such a car to one of our 
Members, | hope. 

In closing | would like to say that 
having the support of the Company 
is very important to a Club such as 
ours’ and the continued display of 
that support is ever appreciated. 


lan Dunn 


Right: Your editor’s $1 (B367AP) in 
the foreground, followed by Tom 
Ginnan’‘s SD (SBA82), John Taylor's 
Mk. VI (B148MD) and, behind the 
Rover, Laurie Holmes’ T (SBH4449). 
Photo by Laurie Holmes. 


FAMOUS BRITISH 
COACHBUILDERS — 1 


JAMES YOUNG LTD. OF 
BROMLEY, KENT. 


James Young Ltd. was the last 
independent coachbuilding firm to 
build bodies for Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley cars, the other two surviving 
firms having been taken over by 
Rolls-Royce Ltd. and then merged to 
form H.J. Mulliner, Park Ward Ltd. 

The firm of James Young was 
established in 1863 when Mr. 
Young took over the London Road, 
Bromley coachbuilder J.K. Hunter. 
The new firm quickly became 
famous for the lightweight Bromley 
Brougham — a speciality product — 
and also for their high quality land- 
aus, wagonettes, double Victorias, 
dog-cart phaetons, panel carts, gov- 
erness carts and even a horse-drawn 
omnibus. The following is a descrip- 


tion of the works by a reporter from 
The Bromley District Times, who 
paid a visit in 1870: 

“Mr. Young has at all times a 
number of fine carriages on view in 
his showrooms. When we called on 
him, with his usual courtesy, he 
invited us to walk round with him 
and inspect his finished stock, and 


also the carriages in various stages of 
construction in the workshops. Of 
finished carriages, we noted the 
greater proportion of those shown 
for sale are Landaus and Broughams 
— though there were also a few 
Wagonettes, Phaetons and Carts. 


What strikes one most in Mr. 
Young’s showrooms is the artistic 
style, with high-class finish and an 
utter absence of gaudy ornament- 
ation. 

“On asking about the success 
of his speciality, the Bromley 
Broughams, Mr. Young informed 
us that demand for Bromley 
Broughams increases every year. 
Then he took us to see one of these 
he is just finishing to the order of a 
Member of Parliament in the West 
End. This little Brougham is a treat 
to see. Mr. Young described it as of 
demi-Barker pattern, with — his 
improved fore-carriage and_ his 
improved springs. It is fitted with 
patent rubber tyres fixed in steel 
channels, has rubber-covered steps 
on which the foot cannot slip; is 
very artistically upholstered in green 
carriage cloth, with genuine Moroc- 
co leather and silk laces. The paint- 
ing is in colours to match, and the 


panels are brilliantly varnished, 
each being like a mirror. 

“We were much interested in the 
workshops, where several separate 
trades seem to be carried on, though 
each is in conjunction with the 
others, and all work towards one 
end — the perfecting of a complete 
carriage. We saw carriages of va- 
rious sorts in all the different stages 
of construction, each being evident- 
ly of best quality materials, and 
bearing the stamp of clever 
construction and beautiful 
workmanship. Mr. Young seems to 
take great pleasure in showing his 
work to visitors, and he may safely 
do so, for he has nothing to be 
ashamed of in any department of his 
establishment.” 


Around the turn of the century, 
the famous coachbuilders — Barker, 
Hooper, and of course James Young 
— who hitherto had been associated 
only with horse-drawn vehicles, 
looked to the future and turned to 
the new and exciting field of motor 
car body building. Within a few 
years the skill and craftsmanship of 
these firms had produced motor car 
coachwork of style and beauty 
unmatched anywhere. James 
Young's first car body was built on a 
1908 Wolseley chassis for Mr. W. 
Smithers, then M.P. for Bromley. 
Further orders quickly followed, and 
a wide variety of chassis types pass- 
ed through the works in those early 
days, including such names as Alfa- 
Romeo, Austro Daimler, Bugatti, 
Hispano Suiza, lsotta Fraschini, Lan- 
chester, Mercedes, and of course, 
the earlier examples of Rolls-Royce, 
(and later Bentley) which 
foreshadowed the magnificent crea- 
tions being turned out when coach- 
building finally ceased in 1968. 

James Young Ltd. became a mem- 
ber of the Society of British Motor 
Manufacturers in 1922, and began 
exhibiting their products at the 
Motor Show in 1925. In 1937 the 
firm was acquired by Jack Barclay 
Ltd. and as a fitting tribute to the 


1021 


success of the new partnership, at 
the 1938 Earls Court Motor Show 
James Young exhibits won the pre- 
mier award and a silver cup in the 
coachwork competition. 

Over the years, James Young were 
responsible for innovations which 
became integral features of quantity- 
produced cars. As long ago as 1925, 
at their first official appearance at a 
London Motor Show, a James Young 
bodied car had introduced a new 
method of roof construction which, 
in order to reduce drumming, 
employed light wire in place of 
wood or metal. The other many 
distinctive features of design initiat- 
ed and developed at Bromley have 
included the Allweather head, the 
Beatonson Rol Visor and the Parallel 
Action Door. This latter feature was 
designed in 1935 by Mr. G.H. 
Wenham, then the Works Director 
(he was killed by a land mine during 
the war). Mr. Wenham was sitting at 
a table in the Champs Elysees in 
Paris when he saw a_ pedestrian 
knocked down by the sudden open- 
ing of a car door. He there and then 
drew up plans for a parallel opening 
door which was _ subsequently 
patented and used by James Young 
on a number of Phantom III, Wraith 
and 4% litre Bentley cars. Possibly 


the expectation of the time was that 
this type of door would become the 
norm in the future, but in the event it 
was only applied to a handful of 
immediately pre-war cars and, for 
fairly obvious reasons, only to two- 
door bodies. It was not proceeded 
with after the war and the patent was 
sold to the Volkswagen organisation 
and used by them for the side door 
on their ‘“Kombi’’ vehicles. The 
same principle may be seen today 
on similar vehicles of Japanese 
origin. 

During both World Wars James 
Young Ltd. were called upon to play 
their part in the national effort. In 
World War | they built lorries, 
armoured cars and ambulances on 
Darracq and Hudson chassis. When 
war came again in 1939 the crafts- 
men were able to turn their skill 


from the building of elegant coach- 
work to the provision of such items 
of war material as 45 gallon jetison 
tanks for Spitfires, shells, inflatable 
rafts, ammunition boxes and feed 
necks for Hurricane aircraft, Air 
Ministry tarpaulins, gun covers and 
mobile canteens. In the 1941 blitz 
on London the works were com- 
pletely burned out and all records 
lost. The premises were rebuilt only 
to be damaged again by a V-1 flying 
bomb. Nevertheless, work continu- 
ed until the end of the war, when 
production of coachwork on Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley chassis was im- 
mediately resumed, commencing 
with a saloon body for the very first 
Bentley Mk. VI chassis No. B2AK 
which, according to Rolls-Royce re- 
cords, was delivered to the coach- 
builders in February, 1946. 

By the early ‘sixties, James Young 
coachwork was being built at the 
rate of fifter to sixty bodies per year, 
with some sixty percent going for 
export. The firm’s specialised coach- 
work was by that time limited to 
certain Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
chassis, namely the Phantom V, the 
Silver Cloud II] Long Wheelbase and 
the Bentley $3 Continental. A few 
bodies initially designed for this 
latter model found their way on to 
special Silver Cloud It chassis with 
Bentley Continental mechanical 
specification. The Chief Designer 
responsible for these magnificent 
and exceptionally graceful designs 
was Mr. A.F. McNeil, who unfortu- 
nately died in November 1965. His 
designs outlived him in application 
only for two years, for towards the 
end of 1967 the great firm was 
winding down its coachbuilding 
activities following the advent of the 
monocoque (chassisless) Silver Sha- 
dow and Bentley T series models. 
The volume of work that could be 
generated by the Phantom V, by 
then the only Rolls-Royce model still 
built in chassis form, was insufficient 
to sustain the firm, and the Silver 
Shadow and T series bodies adapted 
by James Young into two-door sa- 
loons (see PRAECLARUM _ 1-84, 
page 919) could not compete with 
the much shapelier Mulliner, Park 
Ward version which had the full 
resources of Rolls-Royce Ltd. behind 
it. 


The winding down of James 
Young Ltd’s coachbuilding affairs 
was a profoundly sad affair, particu- 
larly for the firm’s 120 or so em- 
ployees. The following is a quote 
from a letter from one of the firm’s 
draughtsmen, Mr. C.H. Porter, to 
South Australia Branch member 
John Bull, dated 26th October, 
1967: 


“And so the last of the indepen- 
dently owned custom built coach- 
builders will cease to exist, a tragedy 
which not only the dedicated crafts- 
men of many years’ service will 
suffer from, but its many customers 
and Patrons all over the world will 
also. 

There are but a few of the crafts- 
men left, but many of those already 
redundant have found difficulty in 
obtaining jobs worthy of their craft, 
and it is increditable that there are 
cases of jobs taken as milkmen, 
window cleaners, caretakers .. . it’s 
hard to believe.” 


Mr. Porter was for many years 
with Hoopers and so saw the pass- 
ing of two Centenary coachbuilding 
firms. 

Today, the James Young 
Phantom V is among the most 
sought after of all post-war Rolls- 
Royce models, and when examples 
are offered for sale they attract a 
substantial premium over the going 
price for the more commonplace 
Park Ward (and later Mulliner, Park 
Ward) versions. 

| am indebted to Jack Barclay Ltd. 
for much of the information in this 
article, and to John Bull for permis- 
sion to publish the above extract 
from a personal letter to him. 


M.1.B. 
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Above: 1939 Wraith (WMB38) James Young two-door Sports Saloon, owned 
by Russell Rolls (Vic.). Below: The basic silhouette of the pre-war design was 
reintroduced after the war. This is a very early Bentley Mk.V1. 


Below (left): 1939 414 litre Bentley (B139MX) with very similar, though of course smaller, coachwork to that on Russell 
Rolls’ Wraith. This lovely Bentley was formerly owned by Charles Lloyd-Jones (N.S.W.) photo from Gail Dearing. 
Below (right): Your editor — in much more youthful times! — comfortably ensconced in the rear compartment of a 
James Young Phantom V Touring Limousine. 


COACHWORK BY 


1023 


JAMES 9 YOUNG L™ 


BROMLEY KENT 


Silver Wraith Touring Limousine (WME18) now owned 
by Matt Smith (W.A.) Photographed by the Editor in 
1967 at the Aireys Inlet (Vic.) home of the car’s original 
owner, opera singer Dame Joan Hammond. 


This six-light saloon is the four-door version of our front 
cover Car. 


-——. 


Je 
Bentley S1 saloon (B488AN) owned by John Praxoulis 
(A.C.T.). Unfortunately, photographs of this design do 
not show well how very different these James Young 
Cars are to the Standard Saloon. 


Later Continentals (this is an $3) retained the same 
wingline, but evolved into a six-light design. Photo- 
graphed by the Editor in Jack Barclay’s showroom in 
London. 


ORRIN NO 
7 


James Young’s styling on the Long \ Wheelbase Silver 
Wraith chassis laid the groundwork for that of the superb 
Phantom V’s that followed. 
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The four-door saloon on the $1 Continental chassis wa 
similar to that on the standard chassis, though lower and 
with a higher wingline. 


eres be eae 


Perhaps the most magnificent coachbuilt creations ever 
— the James Young Phantom V. This is their 7-passenger 
Limousine. 


Photographs from Rolls-Royce Motors, unless otherwise stated. All are from the Editor’s collection. 


20 h.p. GAJ26 — A CONDENSED 
HISTORY 


by R.S. Clarke, A.C.T. Branch 


GAJ26 was ordered on 25th 
February, 1927, by J. Nixon of 
Brighton, Victoria, through All Brit- 
ish Motor Co. Pty. Ltd., of Russell St., 
Melbourne. The chassis was 
despatched by s.s. Largs Bay on 9th 
May, 1927. Although the Chassis 
Erection Cards state ‘(Open Tour- 
ing” body, the chassis was in fact 
fitted with a four door saloon body 
by Melbourne Motor Body & 
Assembling Company. The coach- 
work was, and still is, finished in 
black with navy blue panels below 
the waistline. The car was first 
registered on 19th October, 1927, 
and allocated the registration num- 
ber 79-674. The Rolls-Royce three 
year guarantee was issued 3rd Janu- 
ary, 1928 — effective 25th October, 
1927. 

The original owner probably fell 
upon hard times around the onset of 
the Great Depression and GAJ26 
was sold in 1930 to R.E. Cromwell 
of Croydon, an engineer with the 
Department of Shipping and Trans- 
port. The car’s mileage at that time 
was reputedly very low, though it 
should be pointed out that the odo- 
meters fitted at that time were only 
calibrated to 9,999. Roy Cromwell 
maintained all the steam-driven 
lighthouses on Port Philip Bay and 
also carried out all his own servicing 
and maintenance on GAJ26, which 
he owned until 1968. During the 
intervening thirty-eight years the 
Car’s original toolkit remained at an 
amazing level of completeness. By 
all accounts, Mr. Cromwell was a 
quite remarkable man; the steam 


locomotive models he made as a 
hobby are now on display in the 
Melbourne Museum of Natural His- 
tory and Applied Science. 

In 1967 the registration was 
surrendered by Roy Cromwell due 
to his advancing age and failing 
eyesight. That, of course, was the 
end of Victorian registration number 
79-674. The following year Max 
Clark, a panel-beater — also of 
Croydon — came onto the scene 
and persuaded Mr. Cromwell to part 
with the car for what at that time 
seemed to be almost double the 
going price for a Twenty saloon. For 
some reason that cannot be 
determined, Mr. Cromwell did not 
pass on the running board tooltray, 
housing the open-ended and tube 
spanners, etc., to the new owner. 
During the time Max Clark owned 
the car, he repainted it in its original 
colours, but only added about 400 
miles to the 44,000 that had by that 
time been accumulated. 


Above (left): GAJ26 in the late ‘for- 
ties and, (right) a recent photograph. 


The fourth owner was New South 
Wales Branch member Keith Bud- 
den of Newcastle, who acquired 
GAJ26 on 27th March, 1976. | first 
saw the car at the 1980 Federal Rally 
in Canberra and took an_ instant 
liking to it — thinking what a nice 
companion it would make to my 
other Twenty, GCK10! | grasped the 
opportunity in May 1983, when | 
saw Keith Budden’s advertisement 
in The Sydney Morning Herald, 
offering the car for sale. A deal was 
struck and | took delivery on 30th 
June, 1983, driving home to Goul- 
burn via Wollongong, Nowra, Kan- 
garoo Valley and Moss Vale. 

Since acquiring GAJ26 | have 
been slowly tidying up seemingly a 
thousand and one details. To date | 
have logged up 177 hours in this 
“labour of love.” | found that the 
original exhaust silencer was still 
fitted, though it appears to have 
been repaired at least five times — 
the chassis erection number is still 


aft 
pase 


7 rn Customer AUS Qa 2 Dudialke = 
t “ ‘ 


D, EP. 
a oe 


hed with C.H. Cards 


re Dare Desparched 9K: by, x 

by Dare MP P27 Remards oe Date af Report vo $. AF. H.R 99 
De Barpatchad from Cuachbyitders Recorded by 

a 26.00.27 « 


Fine 


discernable on top of the front end 
panel of the silencer. Also original 
are such items as the coil — the 
markings on it comply with the 
number shown on the Chassis Erec- 
tion Cards — and the original Rolls- 
Royce (1917 patent) radiator hose- 
clips, which are very rare today, 
most having been long since 
discarded due to their poor design. 


The present mileage of 48,400 
would appear to be correct from my 
close observation of — various 
mechanical parts. It is the only 
Twenty | know on which the car- 
burettor air valve takes two seconds 
to drop — as per R-R specification. 
Wear on the accelerator pedal and 
aluminium heelpate is minimal, and 
by gently lifting sections of the cloth 
upholstery it can be seen that there 


are no extra tack holes or anything 
else that would indicate replace- 
ment, so the upholstery is original. 

On 17th November last year | 
attended, as usual, the Bendigo 
Swap Meet. On this occasion | was 
hoping to obtain some of the tools 
that were missing, but | could not 
possibly have predicted that | would 
come home with the original run- 
ning board tooltray from GAJ26 and 
nearly all the missing tools! It seems 
that the tooltray and tools had been 
acquired from the estate of the car’s 
second owner, Roy Cromwell, by 
Gavin Ladson of Croydon — and as 
fate would have it | was to meet 
Gavin at Bendigo! The next day | 
drove to Melbourne and visited two 
well-known 20 h.p. enthusiasts, Pat- 
rick Kane-White (GRK81) and Terry 
Bruce (GYK47). Both visits were 
fruitful from the point of view of 
parts swaps! Terry was also kind 
enough to accommodate me over- 
night. 

Next morning | drove to Gavin 
Ladson’s home in Croydon and a 
price was agreed upon for the tool- 
tray and tools and for the original 
Lucas trouble light and two interior 
door handles. While in Croydon | 
met Roy Cromwell’s widow — in- 
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terestingly, Mr. Cromwell did not 
marry until after he retired. | also 
spoke on the telephone to the car’s 
third owner Max Clark, who told me 
that when he acquired her she still 
had the original spare tyres — the 
rubber was “as hard as rock”! 


The notes that | have been keep- 
ing on progress with “‘tidying up’’ 
and other work on the car show that 
on 25.11.84 ‘‘Tooltray fits into run- 
ning board — holes line up.” 
26.11.84 ‘Removed tooltray lid. Re- 
moved large number of nails hold- 
ing it together.” 27.11.84 ‘‘Rebuilt 
lid.’ 28.11.84 ‘Made new striker 
plate for tooltray lock. Fitted tooltray 
and refitted lid.’’ The only tools now 
missing are as follows: ‘Domino’ 
brand gas pliers, Schrader tyre press- 
ure gauge, tyre levers and ‘Ligall’ 
petrol filler. 


Since owning GAJ26 | have driven 
about 700 miles and | am _ very 
pleased with it. The only compara- 
tively serious problem | am faced 
with is the fact that the leather outer 
roof covering (said to be Connolly 
hide) has shrunk and will have to be 


replaced. > of 


=> mae 
ALE rs 
ne ge 


4%) 5) 


Fs oe 


Extracts from 
“ACCOUNT RENDERED — 1946” 
— by Laurence Pomeroy 


Bentley Comparisons 


| am one of the relatively few 
people who have had the opportun- 
ity of driving the Mark V Bentley 
which would have been the 1940 
type. The Mark VI chassis is .a 
development thereof fitted with an 
entirely new engine. The latter en- 
dows the car with remarkable pull- 
ing power in the middle part of the 
speed range and justifies the aboli- 


etters CO ditor 


Of Dawns and Rileys 


Thank you for publishing my 
notes regarding tyres for Mk. VI and 
Silver Dawns in the October PRAEC- 
LARUM. Perhaps it will provoke 
some further correspondence. 

| had intended to respond to your 
comments on the quotes from the 
Vic. Branch Newsletter regarding 
Silver Dawn vs. Mark VI Bentley 
(PRAECLARUM 3-84) and was 
reminded of this matter when perus- 
ing some old issues of ““‘The Motor” 
recently, as | came across an article 
entitled ‘“Account Rendered 1946” 
by that doyen of British motoring 
writers, the late Laurence Pomeroy. 
The argument as to what is and what 
is not a sports car will of course 
never be settled. However | was 
interested in the comments by Mr. 
Pomeroy on the subject and am 
enclosing copies of the relevant 
portions of the article (see above — 
Ed.) | was particularly struck by his 
comparison with the 21% litre Riley, 
as | have owned one of these con- 
currently with the Silver Dawn over 
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tion of the overdrive gearbox. 
Compared with the old 4'%4-litre 
model, the Mk VI is different as, | 
will not say chalk from cheese, but 
oysters and smoked salmon. The 
quietness, and the extreme lightness 
of all pedals and control gear re- 
main, together with a truly geomet- 
ric accuracy of cornering. 

The new car carries a larger body, 
and the softness of the independent 
front springing is such that all irregu- 
larities in the road are entirely 
swallowed up. At the same time one 
is forced to reflect that, whereas the 
original line of Derby-made Bent- 
leys justified the slogan “The silent 
sports car,” the Mark VI, perhaps 
even better in the matter of silence, 
can scarcely be considered a sports 
model. 

It is hard to define why this should 
be. If, however, one accepts the 
view that a sports car is one that 
rewards the driver who possesses 
exceptional skill, then the Mark VI 


a period of more than twenty years, 
and on the basis of this experience 
must agree with Pomeroy’s remarks. 
| can however add that whilst thirty 
years of use on Australian roads 
have taken their toll of the Riley, 
with its flexible chassis and wooden- 
framed body, the all-steel Dawn 
body and rigid chassis have been 
responsible for the Rolls retaining 
the tight feel of a new car. 


John Floyd, 
Victoria Branch 


John Floyd’s Silver Dawn SDB100 


Mk. VI appreciation 


The October 84 edition of PRAEC- 
LARUM has endangered a spark of 
pride in the heart of a Mk. VI 
enthusiast, as | found my recitation 
on page 998. The compact body and 
sweet engine have given birth to a 
romance in which | have been a 


Bentley must be considered more as 
a very fast and very good saloon of 
normal type, for it is obvious that 
every effort has been made in its 
design to mask any fallibility of the 
driver. 

By contrast the 2.4-litre Riley very 
definitely is a sports type, although it 
is offered at the moment only in 
saloon form. Here is a car manifestly 
designed for the driver, who will 
find a steering gear remarkably high 
geared in relation to the lock, an 
engine which responds, one might 
also say demands, correct choice of 
engine r.p.m. in relation to car speed 
through the medium of the gearbox. 
The forward visibility and cornering 
powers are such that the good and 
the brave can get through roundab- 
outs perhaps 20 miles an hour faster 
than would be safe on the normal 
mass-production car. 


— from ‘The Motor,” 
January 8, 1947. 


faithful lover ever since the days of 
49. 

At one stage | owned a PIll Sedan- 
ca Drophead Coupé which was a 
magnificent motorcar but not to be 
compared with the total reliability of 
that poor relation the Mk. VI, which 
although a lowly creature like a 
flower girl in Pygmalion, only need- 
ed a cut and polish to become a 
princess — a Royal Princess. 

As | am a member of the B.D.C. 
(U.K.) and have many friends in the 
Motherland, | thought | would post a 
copy of PRAECLARUM to the past 
President Hugh Harben Esq., from 
whom we purchased a Mk. VI (May 
‘49 vintage) during May of this year. 


aay 


That chassis is currently being exten- 
sively rebuilt into a 2-seater sports 
with a 3.08:1 Continental. diff. and 
wire wheels, and will resemble a 
Mallalieu ‘Barchetta’ with P80 
headlamps, Derby bonnet, fold- 
down screen and 26 gallon alloy 
tank. | hope to ship it to Australia 
around June or July. At this stage the 
chassis rebuild is complete and we 
have finished the timber framing and 
glued all the joints. | have great 
hopes for this car, which has retain- 
ed the cruciform in the chassis. The 
radiator and engine are set back 11” 


and the rear axle brought forward 6” 
to 9’6” wheelbase. 

The Connolly leather and paint- 
work will be completed in Mel- 
bourne and the days will run long as 
Dr. John Floyd and myself check the 
finishing details! 

The October publication has 
assisted my past-time of involving as 
many people as possible in my wild 
escapades into fantasy! Incidentally 
“Harry at the Wheel” departed this 
world in June. 


Derek Rice, 
Victoria Branch 


! certainly concur with Derek’s 
view of the Mk. VI Bentley, having 
once owned one, and before that a 
manual-geared R-type. These cars 
are grossly under-rated in my view. | 
have only ever known one person 


Phantom Ill chasis No 3AZ158, 
photographed by Fred Engish in 
1968. 
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who has owned one to be critical of 
them. Incidentally, the Phantom III 
referred to by Derek is 3AZ158, the 
very elegant Gurney Nutting three- 
position drophead illustrated in Dal- 
ton’s ‘‘Those Elegant Rolls-Royce’. 
Unfortunately this lovely car has 
since returned to its country of origin 
— another magnificent Rolls-Royce 
lost from Australia. — Ed. 


WXA 68 


During our recent holiday in Tas- 
mania | was fortunate to inspect the 
car which was the subject of John 
Bull’s article “Some History of a 
Wraith’, in PRAECLARUM 4-84. 
The Wraith, WXA 68, is a magnifi- 
cent motor car in apparently every 
respect — unfortunately | cannot 
speak of its road performance as 
inclement weather prevented us 
from taking a ride in it. Visually, the 
car is most appealing, with its bur- 
gundy and cream paintwork, white- 
wall tyres and those superb spare- 
wheel covers all complementing the 
“high vision” limousine coachwork 
of H.j.Mulliner. 

The high standard of the car's 
overall finish, is, of course, due to 
the meticulous restoration carried 
out by Geoff Smedley at his Classic 
Cars establishment in Rosevears, a 
small town a few miles out of 


Launceston, on the west bank of the 
Tamar River. | found Geoff to be a 
very pleasant and likeable indi- 
vidual — he was most apologetic 
about a barely perceptible layer of 
dust covering WXA 68 (I had dropp- 
ed in ‘‘on spec’’), and over the fact 
that rain prevented a better appreci- 
ation of his handiwork. He suggest- 
ed that | return the following day for 
this purpose but, alas, the demands 
of our itinerary did not permit this. | 
did, however, manage to take a few 
photographs of the car inside the 
garage, and will send you a copy or 
two in due course. Other items of 
RR/B interest in Geoff's garage were 
a black S3 standard saloon recently 
imported from the U.K. and awaiting 
a general ‘‘going-over’’, and a 1928 
20 h.p. GWL 33, undergoing a com- 
plete ground-up restoration. This lat- 
ter car belongs to a Mr. Musgrove of 
Melbourne (not a RROC member) 
and at the time of my visit all that 
was visible was the bare chassis 
frame on wheels, with the engine 
and drive-train components lying on 
benches awaiting installation. 


Roger Thiedeman, 
Editor, Victoria Branch 
Newsletter. 


TECHNICAL 
SECTION 


REAR WHEEL BEARING 
LUBRICATION ON 1946-1955 
CARS 


While doing some preventive 
maintenance on the rear wheel 
brakes of B4RT, | decided to remove 
the rear axles (five bolts each axle) to 
check the wheel bearings. With the 
axles removed, inspection and rot- 
ation showed the bearings to be 
good, but how to lubricate them 
without removing them from the 
axle? 

The simplest approach seemed to 
be as follows: In the centre of a six 
inch square of plywood, cut a 2746” 
round hole. Slip the plywood over 


GREASE FITTING 


GASKET 


BEARING 
HOUSING 


the axle, and mark the location of 
the five bolt holes in the bearing 
housing. Drill these in the plywood 
plus one more hole inside the cir- 
cumference of the bolt holes to 
accommodate a grease fitting (make 
tight fit and screw in). Also, cut a 
heavy paper gasket same as the 
plywood with its centre hole to fit 
tightly, over the bearing retaining 
collar. 

Bolt the plywood and gasket to 
the bearing housing after first pack- 
ing the housing with grease. Next, 
put your grease gun against the 
fitting on the plywood cover, and 
with a few strokes you will force 
grease into the bearing. Remove the 
plywood cover and the excess 
grease in the housing, and your 
bearing should be good for another 
100,000 miles. 

A final note: if your bearings have 
been replaced with sealed-type 
bearings, this procedure may be 
ineffective. 


Nathan Alexander 


Reproduced from “The Flying 
Lady”. 


HELPFUL HINTS AND 
TECHNICAL TIPS 
BY BILL FANE 


Continuing the long-standing, 
ancient tradition started in the last 
issue, herewith the second* in a 
series of helpful hints. Be the first on 
your block to collect the complete 
set. (Offer void where prohibited by 
law). 


1.) If your Proper Motor Car is fitted 
with centre-lock wheels, then the 
hub splines need to be greased. This 
applies to any car with wire wheels 
(which may be hidden behind wheel 
disc covers). At least once a year, 
jack your car up and remove the 
wheels. Clean the splines, the 
threads, and the conical seating area 
at the base of the splines. Lightly 
smear all of these surfaces with a 
good grade of general-purpose 
grease, then re-install the wheels 
after taking the action outlined in 
note 2) below. NOTE the centre- 
lock hub should only be loosened or 
tightened while the car is jacked up, 
NEVER while the wheels are car- 
rying the weight of the car. 


If this greasing operation is not 
performed at least once a year, you 
will discover to your intense chagrin 
late one rainy winter night that the 
wheel has jammed so tightly onto 
the hub that you will need a 10-ton 
hydraulic press to change your flat 
tire. 


2.) While you have the wheels off, 
check the spokes for tightness. With 
the wheel lying flat on the ground, 
tap each spoke in turn with the 
blade of a screwdriver. They should 
all emit the same clear, ringing tone, 
somewhere around middle “C”. | 
can almost guarantee that none will 
be too tight (too high a note), but 
some will be too loose and emit a 
lower note. Any that produce a dull, 
rattly thud are dangerously loose, 
and must be tightened. If more than 
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two or three need tightening it is 
recommended that you take it to a 
specialist in these matters to ensure 
that the wheels remain round and 
continue to run true. Several 
motorcycle repair shops around 
town still service wire wheels. 


Loose spokes give a car soft mushy 
handling not unlike the feeling of a 
soft tyre. Extreme cases can produce 
total loss of contro! and/or catas- 
trophic collapse of the wheel, neith- 
er of which is considered to be in 
good taste in better circles. 


3.) There is a wonder product on 
the market that, if applied regularly, 
can virtually eliminate wear. It is 
called “oil”, and is available almost 
everywhere. We will begin with the 
Bijur “one-shot” central lubrication 
system. It should be filled with 
non-detergent oil, SAE 30.** The re- 
commended useage of the pump is 
usually two or three strokes every 
200-300 miles, but | would recom- 
mend that it be used if more than a 
month has elapsed since the last 
time the car was driven, regardless 
of mileage. The car should be in 
motion when the pump is used. 


If the pump takes less than about 
10 seconds to return, either the 
reservoir needs oil added or the 
plumbing leaks. If it takes more than 
two minutes or so, something is 
plugged. A return time between 
these limits indicates that either ev- 
erything works, or else the leaks 
equal the plugs. A properly operat- 
ing system will make a terrible mess 
of your garage floor, as oil weeps 
from every lubricated point. 


One of the biggest problems with 
older PMC’s is the fact that previous 


_ - 
1. Oo 
‘ 


This is where you put the oil in, for 
your “one-shot” centralised lubrica- 
tion system! 


owners have mistakenly believed 
that the central lubrication system 
oiled everything. Apart from the 
three obvious omissions (engine, 
transmission and rear axle), the fol- 
lowing areas need manual lubrica- 
tion: a) steering box; b) throttle, 
choke and ignition timing linkages; 
c) drive shaft universal joints; d) 
hinges and latches, but not keyed 
locks; e) generator bearings have 
small oil cups; f) on the P-Ill (and 
others?) there are small oil cups, 
nearly invisible in the rats-nest of 24 
high-tension leads, that lubricate the 
upper bearing in each distributor; g) 
on cars with mechanical brakes, 
there are dozens of links, levers, bars 
and pivots to be oiled; h) hand brake 
linkages. 


Well, that is about all for now, 
kiddies. Tune in for the next issue 
when we ask the rhetorical question 
“have you cleaned your differential 
vent recently?” 

* This is actually the first of Bill Fane’s 
“Useful Hints and Technical Tips” as far as 
PRAECLARUM is concerned. | have omit- 
ted No1 due to the subject matter (Winter 
Storage). This will be published in PRAEC- 
LARUM at the appropriate time of year. 
Thanks are due to Bill Fane and John 
Peirson, Editor, “British Columbia Spirit”, 
for permission to use this series of articles. 

** Except Silver Cloud I/Bentley $1 — SAE 90 
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THE KELLOW-FALKINER 
STORY 


Kellow-Falkiner, Australia’s oldest 
car distributor and dealer, has much 
in common with the vehicles it sells. 
Like the Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
motor cars with which the company 
has been associated, together with 
many other fine marques, its stately 
image tends to mask a sporting and 
pioneering heritage. 

Its pedigree of course is unchal- 
lengable: its founder Charles B. Kel- 
low became one of the first motorists 
in Australia and he retailed his first 
motor car, a single cylinder De 
Dion, in 1903. 

But Charles Kellow’s initial repu- 
tation and fortune were established 
not in the car showroom but in more 
physical fields. The son of a Castle- 
maine grazier and his wife, who had 
both come from the Isle of Skye, he 
worked briefly as a clerk before 
going into partnership in a cycle 
shop in Swanston Street, Melbourne 
in 1889. Charles Kellow had always 
been keen on cycling and his ability 
and enthusiasm for the sport made 
him a champion cyclist. 


In 1894, news of the great gold 
finds around Coolgardie and Kal- 
goorlie lured him West and he was 
modestly successful as a prospector. 

In 1897 Kellow’s partner, Howard 
Lewis, left the cycle partnership and 
Kellow moved the business to new 
premises in Elizabeth Street, but his 


B 
ROLLS-ROYCE 


Rolls-Royce Silver Wraith with De- 
Luxe Limousine Coachwork by Mul- 
liner of London. Also the Silver 
Dawn, designed for the owner-driver, 
with shorter wheelbase and all-steel 
body built by Rolls-Royce. 


“The best car in the world.” 


Distributors for Victoria and Southern 
Riverina: 


KELLOW-FALKINER 


PLY. LED. 


206-218 RUSSELL STREET, 
MELBOURNE. 
TELEPHONE JM 1555. 


interest was already shifting from 
cycles to the newly arrived motor 
car and he decided to secure agency 
rights for several makes, commenc- 
ing the Kellow Motor Company in 
1903. 

He embraced motor sport with all 
the energy that he had previously 
displayed in cycling. He finished 
second at the inaugural meeting of 
the Automobile Club of Victoria in 
1904 and two years later teamed 
with H.B. James to set a world 
24-hour endurance record. They co- 
vered 556 miles in a 10-12 horse- 
power Coventry Humber. 

In 1910 Kellow acquired the 
rights for the sales and service of 
Rolls-Royce motor car chassis in 
Victoria and in 1913 he purchased a 
Riverina Merino sheep property, 
‘Gundaline’, of 60,000 acres on the 
Murrumbidgee River. One Ralph 
Falkiner, an engineer and car distri- 
butor, owned a neighbouring prop- 
erty, and this led to Kellow and 
Falkiner joining their respective car 
interest within Kellow-Falkiner Pty 
Ltd which was incorporated on 8 
July 1918. However, this business 
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association in cars lasted for only a 
short time before Falkiner sold his 
interest to Kellow. The name was 
maintained and Kellow-Falkiner 
continued to acquire agencies for 
imported cars. 

In 1928 Kellow-Falkiner opened 
palatial new showrooms in St Kilda 
Road, adjacent to Melbourne Gram- 
mar School, designed in the Spanish 
Mission style, complete with foun- 
tains and marble staircase. 

Nonetheless, times had been 
changing in the motor industry. 
Mass production had made cars far 
more popular and increased the 
available market dramatically. 
Organised marketing on an_in- 
creasingly large scale was replacing 
the personal contact approach 
which had served Charles Kellow so 
well. New men and systems were 
introduced to the company and it 
was reorganised to meet modern 
competitive conditions with the in- 
volvement of Messrs W.F. Weigall 
and E.W. Shepherd. 

The Second World War caused a 
considerable reduction in the com- 
pany’s activities —— in line with 
motor car dealers generally. Charles 
Kellow died at his South Yarra home 
in 1943, but the professional man- 
agement structure ensured that the 
company was well placed to re- 
assert its dominant position. 

Under the direction of the late 
E.W. Shepherd and later his son 
Ross Shepherd, the company rein- 
stated itself as an outstandingly suc- 
cessful motor car distributor and 
dealer, handling a wide range of 
British made marques. 

Time however brought further 
changes to the industry. The British 
makes found themselves coming 


under increasing pressure from 
European manufacturers while furth- 
er down the market the highly effi- 
cient Japanese producers began 
making inroads. Mergers within the 
British car industry saw the demise 
of many famous marques and in 
Australia the loss of the signficiant 
market share formerly held by the 
many British marques. A new gen- 
eration of management under the 
leadership of Michael Eyres has set 
about restructuring the company to 
compete and to develop the orga- 
nisation in the 1980s and beyond. 
In 1980 the company boldly 
moved from its Russell Street home 
of three quarters of a century into an 
ultra. modern sales, service, parts 
and administrative centre at South 
Yarra, as well as expanding its facili- 
ties for Jaguar, Rover and Range 
Rover servicing in South Melbourne. 
More recently, in 1982, Kellow- 
Falkiner opened another showroom, 
this time in Glen Waverley as part of 
an overall expansion programme. 
Franchises held at this location are 
for the superb BMW, Alfa Romeo 
and Subaru ranges of vehicles. 
The result is that today Kellow- 
Falkiner has the most comprehen- 
sive range offered by any dealer in 
Victoria, from the incomparable 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley motor cars, 
through the Jaguars, Rovers and 
Range Rovers and now also the 
BMW and Alfa Romeo sedans and 
the Subaru sedans and wagons. In 
addition, Kellow-Falkiner offers a 
wide selection of some of the very 
best pre-owned cars in Australia. 


From “This Australia”, Autumn 
1984. 


Rolls-Royce & Bentley Service Area. Photo by Graham Cornish. 


SOME THOUGHTS ON JUDGING 
FROM THE NEW CHIEF JUDGE 


Members will know of the retire- 
ment of Jim Kelso as Chief Judge at 
the Federal level — he announced 
his retirement on the evening of the 
Federal President’s Dinner and pre- 
sentation of Trophies at Bathurst, 
June 1984. At the Federal Council 
Meeting two days earlier, he re- 
quested the appointment of a Joint 
Chief Judge and nominated me for 
that position. | was duly appointed. 
Jim’s retirement came as a surprise 
to many, but he had made it known 
at the 1983 (Berri, S.A.) Rally that 
the 1984 Rally was to be his last as 
Chief Judge. Upon returning to Perth 
after the “best ever” Federal Rally 
and meeting up with some of our 
W.A. members it seems that there is 
some concern regarding what is, 
and what is not acceptable as far as 
1. Originality, 2. Elegance, 3. Paint- 
work, 4. Modifications and 5. Repli- 
ca Coachwork. 

Here then, are my ideas on these 

items: 
1.a. Absolute Originality in 1985 is 
a myth when related to really old 
motor cars. Almost any pre-war car 
which was absolutely original 
would fail licensing by the Police 
Authorities in all Australian States. It 
would be undriveable, rubber hoses, 
plugs, tyres, wiring, etc. all having 
deteriorated to a point wher the car 
could no longer function. 


b. Planned Maintained Original- 
ity: applies when any part of a car 
has been replaced with parts to the 
precise standard used in the original 
manufacture. 


c. Originality of Style or Pattern: 
can be said to apply provided it is of 
the period and type of material 
which would have been used in the 
original manufacture. 

A replica body built to a pre-war 
design with appropriate materials 
and fittings has originality of style. 

It is accepted belief of the majority 
of Rolls-Royce and Bentley enthu- 
siasts that we should all be con- 
cerned with originality because our 
cars could be regarded as being held 
in trust for the future generations. 

Having attended and acted as 
Judge at Concours d'Elegance 
meets in the U.S.A. and U.K. it 
would appear that the more experi- 
enced and venerable Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley owners oftimes disagree 
on the originality points of view. 
Some say highest points should be 
awarded to those vehicles which 
attain the best compromise between 
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absolute originality and planned ori- 
ginality. These experienced few say 
that a well maintained absolutely 
original interior, for example, should 
be preserved until it shows such 
wear as to damand replacement. 
Others however aver that Concours 
awards are given for shiny new 
interiors rather than to original in- 
teriors. Continuing, they say that in 
England those who have had cars 
re-trimmed will state that the de- 
tailed work of the re-trim is hardly 
ever exactly like the absolute ori- 
ginal. 

This however is not necessarily my 
opinion. 

In Australia many coachwork in- 
teriors with Connolly leather and/or 
West of England fabric are certainly 
as good as, or in many cases super- 
ior to, the original. 


2. Elegance — The English Oxford 
Dictionary defines this controversial 
item as “correct and delicate in taste 
— refined grace.” | could not give 
high points to a motor car which is 
filthy dirty although elegant. Modern 
elegance is usually attributed to a 
lady (female) and no elegant lady is 
unclean. 


3. Paintwork — Questions abound 
about what colour a car should be 
painted. The fact is that pre-war cars 
were completed in almost any col- 
our you could imagine. Metallics 
though are NOT ON except perhaps 
for the very last of the pre-war cars. 

What most owners seem to be 
looking for is assurance that their 
vehicle will not lose points on 
originality with a particular colour 
scheme. The original paint material 
is also a matter to be considered. So. 
NO problem with modern synthetic 
rather than traditional cellulose 
when it comes to judging. Black, of 
course is traditional and it is general- 
ly believed that this colour is more 
elegant than, say, pink. It depends 
on the judges. 


4. Approved Modifications — All 
Rolls-Royce approved modifications 
are accepted. Since the war | believe 
a number of modifications of various 
sorts have appeared, generally to 
allow the use of a spare part which is 
close to but not identical with the 
original. For instance, the Wraith 
exhaust manifold which is really 
ex-Bentley and which necessitates 
use of a flexible metal downtake to 
connect with the expansion cham- 
ber. The original is a plain, lagged 
pipe. Further, the current replace- 
ment standard 20h.p. front exhaust 
pipe comes with a hexagon nut to 


join to the manifold rather than the 
original serrated nut. Opinions again 
differ on variations from absolute 
originality of this nature. 


5. Inthe U.K., replica bodies face 
deductions. Here in Australia replica 
coachwork is NOT so treated. 


The next Federal Rally will be held 
in Perth W.A. with W.A. Branch 
acting as host, September 11th to 
13th inclusive, 1985. 


The classes are listed hereunder: 


Class 

Silver Ghost 

PI and Pll 

PIll 

20h.p. 

20/25h.p. 

25/30 and Wraith 

Silver Wraith 

Silver Dawn 

Bentley 3% litre up to and 
including 1936 

10 Bentley 4% litre 1936—1940 
Bentley Mark V1 and R-type 
Bentley S1, 2, and 3/ Silver 
Cloud 1, Il and III 

Silver Shadow/ T Series Bentley 
Silver Spirit, Silver Spur, Bentley 
Mulsanne 

Phantom VI, Camargue, 
Corniche 

Silver Shadow II, and Bentley T2. 
Bentley Specials 


CON DUAWN = 


_ ok 
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Cars will compete in their own Class 
and will not be placed or judged in 
any other Class. Provided that a 
reasonable standard is achieved a 
SOLE ENTRANT IN ANY ONE 
CLASS SHALL BE THE WINNER. 


Ladies Choice Three competent 
Lady Judges. 

The Company Trophy For the best 
Rolls-Royce restoration of the year 
1984-1985 at the the Rally. 

The Bentley Trophy Awarded by Bill 
Coburn for the best Bentley 
restoration of the year at the Rally. 

Frank Cove Trophy Awarded for the 
most significant contribution to this 
Rally 1985. 

The Best Post-War Rolls-Royce at 
the Rally. 

The Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow 
Trophy From Eric Rainsford for the 
best Silver Shadow at the Rally. 

The Rolls-Royce Silver Cloud 
Trophy For the best Silver Cloud I, 
II, or Ill at the Rally. 

The Overall Winner of the 
Concourse D’Elegance 

AND 

The E.J. Vidler Shield for Age and 

Authenticity (Chassis) 


Harry Thompson 


ROLLS-ROYCE 
OWNERS’ CLUB 


A descriptive advertisment of reasonable length 
is free to those members who do not regularly deal 
in selling or servicing of Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
cars or equipment. Others are charged $15.00 per 
advertisement (less for multiple advertisements). 

A fixed charge of $10.00 is made for each 
picture to accompany an advertisement from any 
person. Photographs should be clear black and 
white or colour prints. Please send a duplicate print 
as returm cannot be guaranteed. 
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MARKET PLACE 


Cheques should be made payable to R.R.O.C. 
and must accompany advertisement. 


CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISING 


Classified advertisements should be factual and 
truthful. Persons found misrepresenting cars, parts 
or services will be denied further advertising. 
Those advertisements relating to cars for sale must 
specify chassis number and price. All classified 
ads will be edited and may be condensed and may 
be rejected without explanation or discussion. 
Facts and data for each advertisement should be 
typed or handwritten clearly on letter size white 
paper and forwarded to Keith Wherry, 105A 
Clarence Street, Sydney 2000 


Deadlines are 21st July (August issue), 21st September (October issue), 21st November (December issue), 21st January 


(February issue), 21st March (April issue), 21st 


be accepted. 


BRUCE RK. ROSS PTY. LI De otter: 


1923 20 h.p. Close-coupled Fixed Head Coupe 
(82K9) Immaculate condition, fully restored. 
$29,500. 


matching Light Grey trim, in excellent condition, 
(History available). No expense spared to put this 
vehicle in Al condition. $19,000. 


ay (June issue), although late advertisements may sometimes be able to 


1969 Silver Shadow (SRH5272) ex-Governor of 
Victoria. Cardinal Red, bone leather upholstery. 
3-speed auto. Excellent condition with full history 


available. $32,000. 


Rolls-Royce and Bentley Parts and Service, including mechanical and coachwork restorations and repairs. Extensive range of spare parts for all models including 
hard-to-get parts. Over 10,000 stock lines 1904-1983 — engine, electrical, transmission and chassis parts — genuine tools, handbooks, workshop manuals, body 
panels, original Mk.VI/Dawn door and boot seals, original Cloud series door seals, Silver Wraith/Dawn/Mk.VI fog lights, Dawn/Mk.VI etc. roof aerials, exchange 
refurbished badged headlights, bakelite battery box covers, Shadow hubcaps (plain and ventilated), V8 engine oil filter kits, Dawn/Mk.VI clutch housings to convert 
10” clutch to 11”, thousands of body items, special nuts, bolts and screws, many obsolete items. 

SPECIAL ITEMS: 33” x 48” Posters: Silver Ghost AX-201 - $15.00; Bentley Mulsanne Turbo - $10.00. 


Obsolete and hard-to-get items for Silver Cloud/S tool tray: spark plug socket - $150.00; sump plug tool - $75.00. 


Silver Shadow Spare Parts Manuals, 2 volumes — $90.00 set. 


RR Embossed Rubber Floor Mats, 12” x 7” 


— $29.75 each. 


Ash Trays, Set of 4, in glass 5” x 3'4” Black Backing and Gold Vehicle imprint Silver Ghost, Silver Cloud, R Type Continental, Bentley Mulsanne (in Presentation 


Case) — $25.00 a Set of 4 Trays. 


CARS FOR SALE 


1950 Bentley Mk.VI (B375GT) James Young 
two-door Sports Saloon. Cream paintwork in 
good condition, grey leather interior. All 
tools, etc. $12,000 — all offers considered. 
Derek Wilson (07) 281 7508. 


1955 Bentley $1 (B356AN). Black. Interesting 
Victorian Registration number  SI-1956. 
$14,000. Colin Thom, Geelong (052) 
822087 (h), (03) 359 7230 (w). 


BRUCE R. ROSS PTY. LTD. 


(02) 84 1239, 84 1253. Telex: AA24158 


1956 Bentley $1 (B367AP), black with beige 
leather upholstery and tan carpets. Could do 
with a repaint, but chromework perfect and 
body straight and rust-free. Interior excep- 
tionally good. Used as daily transport by 
Editor's wife and runs extremely well. Hand- 
book, workshop manual. $11,500 with in- 
teresting N.S.W. registration number WOB- 
000; less without. Martin Bennett (048) 
29 7140. 


340 PENNANT HILLS ROAD, PENNANT HILLS, 2120 


1959 Silver Cloud Il (STB34). Tudor Grey. 
Km/h speedometer, good condition, history 
available, 12 months registration. $25,000. 
Doug MacLaren-Smith (02) 221 2244 (w) or 
write P.O. Box R136, Royal Exchange, 
Sydney. 


Bentley $2 (B622CU). This car stands out in 
the crowd. Shell Grey over Midnight Blue 
with original and truly excellent leather 
interior and unmarked carpets. Fitted with 
electric windows and wing aerial (factory 
options), efficient air conditioning and near- 
new Avon Turbospeed whitewall tyres. Suc- 
cessful Concours d’Elegance entry 1979 and 
1980 Federal Rallies. Mechanically sound; 
known history. $22,000. Phil Morrow, (02) 
869 2246. 
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1980 Silver Wraith Il (LRH40695). Outright 
Winner Queensland Branch Concours d’Ele- 
gance, 1984. Imported and serviced by 
Kellow-Falkiner as Victorian Government 
Vice-Regal car. New condition throughout — 
only 40,000 km. $87,000. Merv Dunning, 
(075) 39 0399. 


1971 Rolls-Royce Corniche Convertible 
(DRH11208). $85,000 0.n.0. lan Dodd (03) 
819 1417. 


PARTS WANTED 


1956 Silver Cloud | (SYB130). Metallic Shell 
Grey over Tudor Grey. Australian delivery, 
showing 78,000 miles. Well above average 
condition, long registration, air conditioning. 
$24,000. Rick Petro (02) 869 8539. 


For 20/25: any tools and triangular ceramic 
resistor unit. For ‘21 Ghost: Reserve Oil Tank 
and lines, cap for oil filler to sump, coil 
(working or not) and any tools. Angelo 
Notaras (02) 810 0194 (w) 745 2784 (h). 


| 1956 Bentley $1 (B419AP). Gold over Sable. 
Immaculate restored condition. New leather 
and paint. Showing 79,000 miles. Long 
registration, air conditioning. $18,500. Rick 
Petro (02) 869 8539. 
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364 Carrington St., Adelaide, 5000 
W — (08) 272 4166 H — 223 7033 
34 Joubert St., Hunters Hill. 2110 
W — (02) 29 7455 H — 817 2992 


12 Woodvale Close, St. Ives. 2075 
W — (02) 3415111 H — 449 4260 


6/31 Ocean Ave., Double Bay. 2028 

W — (02) 231 4688 H — 32 2415 

12 Boonara Ave., Bondi. 2026 

Work — (02) 51 3569 Home — 30 5131 


1 Jersey St, Deakin. 2600 
W — (062) 65 4834 H — 81 5585 


“Allambi", Yarra via Goulburn, 
N.S.W. 2580 

H — (048) 2° 7140 

25 Cowper SL, Ainslie. 2602 

H — (062) 48 5183 
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12 Boonara Ave., Bondi. 2026 
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W — 451 5111 H — 449 4260 


119 Keston Ave., Mosman. 2088 
H — 969 5834 W — 267 1455 


22 Hope St., Pymble. 2073 
W — 20279 H — 44 1189 


16 Fortitude St., Toowong. 4066 

H — (07) 371 333 

22 Anora Cres., Ferny Hills. 4055 
H — 351 1479 
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H — 369 0553 

11 Mumbil St., Stafford Hills. 4053 
H — 359 0874 

7 Grant St., Ashgrove. 4060 
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Printed by Canberra Publishing and Printing Co. 


SOUTH AUSTRALIA 
PRESIDENT Andrew Brownell 


SNR. VICE-PRESIDENT Gavin Sandiord-Morgan 
JNR. VICE-PRESIDENT John Ellis 
TREASURER Peler Cox 


SECRETARY Dianne Rainsford 


FEDERAL DELEGATES 
Gavin Sandford-Morgan, Peter Cox 


VICTORIA 
PRESIDENT Gilbert Ralph 


SNR. VICE-PRESIDENT Russell Rolls 


JNR. VICE-PRESIDENT Richard Knight 


SECRETARY Robert Wort 


TREASURER John Floyd 


FEDERAL DELEGATES 
Albert Blashki, John Floyd 


WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
PRESIDENT Jeremy Green 


SNR. VICE-PRESIDENT Lewis Riches 
JINR. VICE-PRESIDENT Con Keogh 
SECRETARY Terry Smith 


TREASURER Cole Sangster 


FEDERAL DELEGATES 
Jeremy Greene 
Matt Smith 


49 Greenhill Rd., Wayville. 5034 
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H — (08) 79 6600 


2 Baxter Crt., Mt. Waverley. 3149 
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17 MacFarlan St., South Yarra. 3141 

W — (03) 429 4233. H — {03) 509 9746 
2/58 Kooyong Rd., Armadale. 3143 

W — (03) 605 8530 H — (03) 509 4153 

8 Mirang Crt., Frankston, 3199 

W — (03) 602 2711 ext 12 

H — (03) 783 8996 

543 Dandenong Rd., Armadale. 3143 

H — (03) 509 9746 


309 Riverton Dr., Shelley. 6155 

H — (09) 457 2629 

2 Sherwood Crt., Perth. 6000 

H — (09) 325 2476 

6 Colac Pl, Kalamunda. 6076 

H — (09) 293 3635 

3/11h Salvado St., Mosman Park. 6012 
H — (09) 384 3659 

62 The Boulevard, Floreat Park. 6014 
H — (09) 387 3169 


50 Napier St., Cottesloe, 6011 
H — (09) 384 1203 


EDITOR’S NOTE 


Whilst every care is taken to check information published in Praeclarum, no 


responsibility can be accepted for errors. 


Subscription — 


Praeclarum is available on a subscription basis at $15 per year to non-members and 
for those members who require an extra copy. Such subscriptions carry no 
membership privileges. The rate quoted is for surface mail inland and overseas. 


Changes of Address — 


Members of the Club should approach their Branch Secretary in the first instance to 
advise non-receipt of an issue or change of address. 


Registered by Australia Post, Publication No. NBH 1893 


Lodgment Office, Ainslie 2602 


